THE VICTORIANS  AND  AFTER
of the best remembered being the failure of the ecclesiastical authorities to punish a clergyman who had denied the doctrine of eternal punishment, the lay courts would not uphold the judgment, "and took away from orthodox members of the Church of England their last hope of everlasting damnation" The Public Worship Act of 1874 reaffirmed the authority of the state, as did in a different way the struggle over the "Deposited Book" m 1927-8 x
After about 1850, indeed, following the secession of Newman and others, the Oxford Movement ceased to be of great importance in its original form In theology it bioadened through contact with other types of thought, its distinction from Church Evangelicalism came to be one rather of ritual than of principle, the impulse behind it turned largely into the channel of social work Within Church doors the High Church throughout our period was fighting a losing battle against what came to be termed "liberalism" it suffered from "traitors", as we shall see later in another connection But if ritualism is still disliked by the non-church-going public (by the end of our period the great majority of the nation), it has triumphed in the Church itself, and the bishops, once hostile to it, have rallied to its side in a modified form, which those who still go to church prefer to any other
It is difficult to assess the literary weight of this movement Its importance to the people of its time can be judged by its appearance in literature, not only by its own right, so to speak, in the works of Keble, Newman, and others, but also in the works of the novelists such as Shorthouse, and especially Charlotte Yonge, whose books did much to break down the barriers earnest people erected against novel-reading It can also be seen clearly in the work of its attackers, such as, to take a minor instance, Marmion Savage It is difficult to trace its effects in later work, though it is even clearer in the works of certain poets than it is in that of the novelists named, Christina Rossetti, Patmore and Dixon, and, some would claim, Francis Thompson and Alice Meynell Coalescing as it
1 Yet neither affirmation was effective the Pubhc Worship Regulation Act was a dead letter within a few years, and the 1928 Prayer-Book is in use in many places under episcopal authority
as